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 In the readings by Lysloff, Watson, and Kibby that we discussed last week, one of 

the key elements for building and sustaining a community online was a shared 

relationship between members of the group.  Within these relationships there is a sense of 

belonging and commitment to the group, with common interests, goals, and ideals being 

highly important (Lysloff).  CTGMusic.com represents an online musical community 

within this definition.  As an online space where artists can share music, opinions, and 

participate in numerous forums and chat rooms, CTGMusic.com fosters the building of 

relationships between people from around the world.  It has been active for nearly 8 years 

according to its online days tracker (2,852 days as of November 7, 2010).   

 Under the website’s “About Us” section, CTGMusic.com provides the following 

explanation about what it is, and what goal it has for its users: 

 
The ctgmusic.com website is a free music community page sharing completely 
legal mp3 and other music source files free to download. Our goal is to provide 
advanced systems for experienced and beginner musicians to promote themselves, 
their music in the site and as being part of the community, listen and review other 
artists, share or gain knowledge, chat and discuss issues with others, in a friendly 
environment.1 

 
 
First, this explanation shows that the creators of the website clearly view it as a music 

community.  Second, the website aims at fostering relationships between its users in a 

                                                
1 http://www.ctgmusic.com/content.php?code=about&type=1  
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variety of ways.  It provides a location (online, not physical) where artists can post their 

own music to be reviewed by others, listen to and review the work of other artists, and 

discuss music issues in chat rooms or in forums arranged by topic.  There are also 

locations to add music-related news stories by providing links to other online websites.   

 Every user on CTGMusic.com has his or her-own artist page.  It is here that music 

can be uploaded and shared with all of the other artists on the website.  One of the most 

interesting aspects of the artist pages, and frankly the reason I was drawn to this online 

community, was the fact that one can search for artists based on their physical location in 

the world.  Artists are listed by their country of origin, meaning I can search for all of the 

musicians from Norway, Algeria, Brazil, or another country.   

After a song is uploaded, a number of characteristics can be identified through a 

search.  First, each song is listed under which artist created it.  Second, its musical style 

and the country of origin are also listed.  Musical style can include anything from hip-hop 

to trance, with the majority appearing to be in the electronica genre.  Each song is also 

listed with its overall rating by other users, as well as the number of views it has received 

since it was uploaded.  Given these search capabilities, one can look, for instance, at all 

music originating in Afghanistan that is categorized under the label “acid,” and compare 

by region what that style of music represents to those artists.   

Chat forums are listed by topic, and indicate the number of replies and views, as 

well as the topic author and the date of the last reply.  While some of these forums have 

relatively few replies (less than 10) and views (less than 200), some have been extremely 

popular among the website members.  For example, one forum topic listed as “Good 
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Music Software List” has had only 52 replies, but has been viewed 20,144 times!2  It 

appears that these forums are an important part of the online music community.  They 

allow for a personal connection with other users that is key for building relationships.   

The rating system also corresponds to various charts that track the popularity of 

the songs uploaded to the website.  There are many different charts that can be searched 

based on overall popularity, song, artist, genre, and even reviewers.  There are overall 

charts that list the daily top 100 songs and artists, as well as song/artist of the month.  

Song charts are broken down by genre, country, best rated, most reviewed, most 

downloaded, year, and even the CTG Bottom 100!  Artist charts are broken down in a 

similar way, and also include charts by year of birth besides the others listed under song.  

Finally, there are reviewer charts that list top reviewers, reviewers of the week, as well as 

the 100 Longest Reviews.3  All of these reviews and chart systems can be related to 

Lysloff’s chapter on the Mod scene online, where competition and collaboration become 

key elements to the building of an online community.  Here an economy based on 

prestige is developed, where the opinions of others are highly valued and can make or 

break you as a member of the community.   

While these charts are up-to-date, many of the community links (including 

interviews, newsletters, and articles) are a few years old.  This leads me to believe that 

those running the site or its members may not be as active as they were when most of 

these items were last posted (between 2004 and 2008).  It is also possible that these items 

were eventually found to be not as important as other aspects to this community, so they 

                                                
2 For a list of the last 25 forums (including the topic discussed), see 
http://www.ctgmusic.com/forum.php?board=%  
3 Links to all of these charts can be found here: http://www.ctgmusic.com/charts-list.php  
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were slowly phased out of the website.  While writing this ethnography there were 17 

members online, with 4 people chatting (as listed at the top of the home page).   Although 

it may not be as popular as it once was, the listing of members and artists includes just 

over 11,000 people, the first joining on December 27, 2002 from Slovenia and the latest 

joining November 7, 2010 from the United States.   

Given what I have learned about this website over the course of only a couple of 

weeks, I see this as an excellent example of an online music community.  Although the 

participants are from a wide variety of geographical locations, they share this online 

space and create real relationships with one another through a variety of activities, 

including writing song reviews, discussing music topics in forums and in chat rooms, and 

competing for spots on the top charts (or competing for NOT being on the Bottom 100 

Charts!).  While the members may have interests in differing genres of music, it is music 

that brings them together from across the globe to share new ideas and sounds with one 

another.   

 

  


