
 

Katelyn Wood 

Music and Cybercultures 

November 8, 2010 

Cyber-Cyblime and its Transformations 

 

 Thepier.org is the re-creation of former online community known as the Sublime 

Archive that was established in 1998.  Sublime’s music consisted of a mix of reggae, ska, 

and punk along with other various genres, which later influenced other bands despite the 

fact that Sublime split apart at an early start.  The band had a six record deal with their 

label but their lead singer, Bradley Nowell, died of a heroin overdose before the third 

record came out.  Despite this fact, the bass player and drummer were still under contract 

to provide three more albums.  In order to fulfill their original agreement, they released a 

b-sides album, a live album, and an acoustic album, which primarily consisted of bootleg 

material from the lead singer playing at house parties.   

 There existed at that time, an interesting mix of a band falling apart at the height 

of their popularity with a mass of unreleased material, that is at least to a widespread 

market.  Bradley Nowell died in 1996 as the internet was becoming more accessible and 

by 1998 the Sublime Archive website1 was established to function as a place to post 

Sublime bootleg material as well as to talk about bands that had been influenced by 

Sublime and incorporated aspects of the “Sublime sound” into their music.  Some of 
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these bands have now become more successful than Sublime was by the time they fell 

apart, most notably Slightly Stoopid and, to a lesser extent, Pepper.   

Essentially this community, which was first established as a place to collect 

Sublime bootleg material transformed into a place where people could talk about similar 

music on the message board and share music files from artists like Sublime.  Groups that 

had a similar sound to Sublime would post a few of their own songs on the archive as a 

free download advertisement.  The Sublime archive also provided links to other band 

websites and message boards, which increased people’s ability to be able to get in contact 

with one another and further enabled the archive to serve as a common meeting place for 

a community of Sublime fans.   

 In 2005, the Sublime Archive was shutdown when they received a cease and 

desist message from Sublime’s record label who decided to release a box set which 

included much of the bootleg material that was already on the website.  The chat traffic 

during this time moved to the Slightly Stoopid message board since Slightly Stoopid was 

the most popular band that was featured on the Sublime archive and could already handle 

this amount of traffic.  However the less accessible chatboard of the site and the sole 

association with Slightly Stoopid led thepier.org to launch in August 2007 in order to 

take over the previous functions of the Sublime Archive without the inclusion of the 

bootlegs.  While the sites archives only appear to go back to May 2009, for three years 

now they have been supporting: 

“the ever-growing Reggae-rock scene blowing up in the USA and around the 

world today. From artist and group interviews to album and concert reviews, 

The Pier has been embraced as the official home to the scene with the most 

reliable and quality content spotlighting all of your favorite artists and groups 



in the Reggae-Rock genre. The artists and fans of this scene are the heart and 

soul of everything we do.”2 

 They continue to host artist materials, provide information on show locations, 

forums, and updates.  Each week, they provide a free mp3 leak on their website and 

feature a video on their homepage.  While they have a standard forum, their other 

established blogs include topics on Sublime, The Dirty Heads, Sense Acoustic, and their 

Pier Comp Volume 1.   

While Slightly Stoopid updated its sight in 2008-9, their website remained 

somewhat less accessible to its members who had to jump through hoops in order to post 

material and discussions.  In this sense, the pier magazine/ pier.org developed out of the 

need for a place like Sublime Archive, which was created to fill the need for the 

continuation of Sublime or music like Sublime.  In May 2010, the forum reached the 

1,000 member mark on the chat boards.  The original creator of the pier.org left the site in 

August 2010 “in order to pursue other endeavors” however the site appears to maintain a 

strong sense of community through its apparent participation and communication.   
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